Tajikistan

Geography

Location: Central Asia, west of China
Area:

total area: 143,100 sq km

land area: 142,700 sq km

Land boundaries: total 3,651 km, Afghanistan 1,206 km, China 414
km, Kyrgyzstan 870 km, Uzbekistan 1,161 km

Coastline: 0 km (landlocked)
Maritime claims: none; landlocked

Climate: midlatitude continental, hot summers, mild winters;
semiarid to polar in Pamir Mountains
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Terrain: Pamir and Altay Mountains dominate landscape; western
Fergana Valley in north, Kofarnihon and Vakhsh Valleys in
southwest

Natural resources: significant hydropower potential, some
petroleum, uranium, mercury, brown coal, lead, zinc, antimony,
tungsten

Land use:

arable land: 6%

permanent crops: 0%
meadows and pastures: 23%
forest and woodland: 0%
other: 71%

Irrigated land: 6,940 sg km (1990)

Environment:

current issues: inadequate sanitation facilities; increasing levels of
soil salinity; industrial pollution; excessive pesticides; part of the
basin of the shrinking Aral Sea which suffers from severe
overutilization of available water for irrigation and associated
pollution



Note: landlocked

People

Population: 6,155,474 (July 1995 est.)

Age structure:

0-14 years: 43% (female 1,303,627; male 1,340,086)

15-64 years: 53% (female 1,612,429; male 1,624,379)

65 years and over: 4% (female 157,841; male 117,112) (July 1995
est.)

Population growth rate: 2.6% (1995 est.)

Birth rate: 34.06 births/1,000 population (1995 est.)

Death rate: 6.58 deaths/1,000 population (1995 est.)

Net migration rate: -1.44 migrant(s)/1,000 population (1995 est.)

Infant mortality rate: 60.4 deaths/1,000 live births (1995 est.)



Life expectancy at birth:

total population: 69.03 years
male: 66.11 years

female: 72.1 years (1995 est.)

Total fertility rate: 4.55 children born/woman (1995 est.)

Nationality:
noun: Tajik(s)
adjective: Tajik

Ethnic divisions: Tajik 64.9%, Uzbek 25%, Russian 3.5% (declining
because of emigration), other 6.6%

Religions: Sunni Muslim 80%, Shi‘a Muslim 5%

Languages: Tajik (official), Russian widely used in government and
business

Literacy:

total population: 98%
male: 99%

female: 97%



Government

Names:

conventional long form: Republic of Tajikistan
conventional short form: Tajikistan

local long form: Jumhurii Tojikistan

former: Tajik Soviet Socialist Republic

Type: republic

Capital: Dushanbe

Independence: 9 September 1991 (from Soviet Union)
National holiday: National Day, 9 September (1991)

Constitution: new constitution adopted 6 November 1994

Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal



Flag: three horizontal stripes of red (top), a wider stripe of white,
and green; a crown surmounted by seven five-pointed stars is
located in the center of the white stripe

Economy

Overview: Tajikistan had the next-to-lowest per capita GDP in the
former USSR, the highest rate of population growth, and an
extremely low standard of living. Agriculture dominates the
economy, cotton being the most important crop. Mineral resources,
varied but limited in amount, include silver, gold, uranium, and
tungsten. Industry is limited to a large aluminum plant, hydropower
facilities, and small obsolete factories mostly in light industry and
food processing.

Industries: aluminum, zinc, lead, chemicals and fertilizers, cement,
vegetable oil, metal-cutting machine tools, refrigerators and
freezers

Agriculture: cotton, grain, fruits, grapes, vegetables; cattle, sheep
and goats



lllicit drugs: illicit cultivation of cannabis and opium poppy; mostly
for CIS consumption; used as transshipment points for illicit drugs
from Southwest Asia to Western Europe and North America

Transportation

Ralilroads:
total: 480 km in common carrier service

Highways:
total: 29,900 km

Pipelines: natural gas 400 km (1992)
Ports: none

Airports:
total: 59



Defence Forces

Branches: Army, National Guard, Security Forces (internal and
border troops)
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